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This article is based on an article co-authored by Kathleen Taylor (Iota Sigma Past President and former Region 
2 Coordinator), Marilyn Klakovich, (Iota Sigma/Omicron Delta member and Region 2 Committee), Melinda 

Dicken and Patricia Perry (Iota Sigma members) for the Iota Sigma Summer 2011 Newsletter, an article 
adapted by Marilyn Klakovich for Omicron Deltaõs monthly e-newsletter, with additional contributions from 

Regions 2 chapters.  
 
Wow! Cancun, Mexico, a tropical paradise on Mexicoõs Caribbean coastéThe Honor Society 
of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau Internationalõs 22nd International Nursing Research Congressé 
600+ Nurse Researchers from 30 different countries édespite the at-times stifling humidity 
outside, were cool in the Moon Palace Golf & Spa Resort Expo Convention Center coupled 
with excellent hospitality of both the resort and the STTI welcoming and working staff. 
 
This research congress was a time for opportunities to learn about clinical innovations, cutting-
edge research projects and leadership initiatives.  This yearõs theme, òLeading the Global Prac-
tice-Research Interface in the New Millennium,ó was reflected in the more than 400 oral and 
poster presentations for review. International networking opportunities were around every cor-
ner, an exciting and key component for this event.  The event objectives were to: 
 

1. Explore innovative strategies that support the practice-research interface in global, diverse 

nursing communities. 

2. Promote international dialogue and opportunities in nursing research, evidence-based  
practice and education for the new millennium. 
3.    Promote global partnerships in demonstrating the effectiveness of nursing research. 
4.    Explore strategies for developing and evaluating new models of health 
care delivery. 
 
Patricia Davidson, STTI Region 2 Xi Omicron Chapter member from Sydney 
Australia and Counsel General of the International Council on Womenõs 
Health Issues (ICOWHI) opened the research congress with her keynote ad-
dress regarding Integrating, Policy, Practice, and Research:  An Important 
Strategy for Improving Global Health.  Complementing Patriciaõs keynote ad-
dress was the introduction of www.sharecare.com  a health awareness and 
education website launched by Oprah Winfrey, Dr. Oz and other colleagues.  
Nurses, yes that means you, are encouraged to join the nurse expert role with 
sharecare.com through the STTI website. 
 
A highlight of the International Nursing Research Congress for Melinda 
Dicken and Patricia Perry pertained to the Special Session ð Simulation Track, 
which offered multiple sessions in relation to simulation (typically high-fidelity  
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October 22, 2010: As an assistant professor at a state college who teaches online I check my e-mail every day regardless of how 
busy I am.  I have no way of knowing at this moment, as I scroll through the mail, that the events that are about to transpire will 
remind me of one of my then nine-year-oldõs Magic Tree House books, The Magic of Community.  In any event, I open up my e-
mail that morning like any other morning looking for student and faculty questions, comments, and news. I see an e-mail from 
STTI, Call for Abstracts for their 22nd International Nursing Research Congress. 

October 23, 2010:  I am scrolling through my email again.  The pull to write an abstract is still there but I am now feeling more 
practical, and with this feeling I am daunted by how much money I will need for the conference. As an assistant professor I am 
making less money than when I was a midwife or labor and delivery nurse. On top of that, we were just coming out of furloughs 
making my meager pay even òmeagereró. 

October 24, 2010: I send an e-mail to Machelle, who I have discovered is a significant wheel in STTI operations.  I can so this.  I 
have a topic that I'm passionate about, I realize I am currently researching it for my grant proposal, and  I have more to say about 
my topic than I did in October 2009 when I presented the paper at Odyssey. 

November 20, 2010: I am actually surprised that writing this abstract is not that difficult, I just try to think what is it that I want to 
share about my topic with my international colleagues. I wonder how to bring out the global issue that might relate to patient edu-
cation concerns worldwide. 

November 27, 2010: The abstract is due in just days. I am happy that it is pretty much done but I am having trouble deciding on a 
title. I want to make it applicable to the missions of the conferenceéand I start my typical mental gymnastics.  Maybe not my 
best hour, but I finally decide on, Nursing Implications When Diets Fail. 

December 3, 2010: I search for the original òCall for Abstractsó email, find the link, and miraculously I navigate the website and 
find the exact spot where I am to upload my abstract. 

December 8, 2010: I get an e-mail back from STTI giving me an abstract number and reassuring me that my abstract submission 
is complete. I have a number! (continued on page 3) 
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February 21, 2011: I open my e-mail like I do every day, and there is an e-mail from STTI telling me that my abstract has been ac-
cepted for podium presentation.  Yay, I am truly jazzed. 

April 22, 2011:  I wake up panicky because I realize that I have to get a passport. Whew I discover I have enough time. 

May 13, 2011: I decide to look for some travel deals. No really stellar prices out thereé at least not yet. 

July 10, 2011: I can't believe there's so much to do when I'm only going five days! I remember back to when I could pack for a two
-month trip in a couple of hours---I just canõt understand, "why is this taking so long?" 

July 12, 2011 9:04 AM: Well we did it, we are now walking to the gate at LAX. As the tasks that have gotten me here melt away I 
am finally getting excited. 

July 12, 2011 10:32 PM: We finally check into the hotel.  I regretfully ask the front desk for a wake up call at 6:30 AM as I prom-
ised to moderate a panel at 8:30 AM the next morning. Oh well, I can sleep when I get home. 

July 13, 2011 12:20 PM: I inhale balmy tropical air walking back from the Kids Club at the resort to the conference center for a 
networking lunch. I make it through my entire lunch listening to a lively conversation about writing and publishing "courses" on 
Extended Ed, CEU courses. I hear an announcement from the room "will the parents of Max é please go to the Kids Club".   My 
heart jumps to my throat and I think, òit's only been 33 min. What could've happened in that time?" 

The lively woman sitting across the table from me also jumps up as her son was also hanging out near the Kids Corner. My 10-year
-old Max has a combination of sensitive tummy and loneliness.  Not to fear, my new friend Sheila introduces Max to her 12-year-
old, Alex.  Alabama born Sheila epitomizes southern hospitality.  Iõm really touched because while she is much newer to the whole 
scene of conferences, papers, and publishing, Sheila views it as her mission to help me feel hopeful, optimistic, and at home. I love 
it.  I begin to get a glimmer of the helpfulness in the Thanksgiving story, The Magic of Community. 

July 13, 2011 8:04 PM: as I sit on the patio of the resort waiting with the Sheila, Alex, and Max for the Ballet Folklorico dancers to 
come on the stage, all is well and I feel honestly stoked. The panel that I moderated that afternoon has helped me put the finishing 
touches on my oral presentation I am to give the next morning. I feel it all coming together, and I realize I can't wait to share my 
perspective, findings, and experience. 

July 14, 8:11 AM: My 10-year-old sets up the video camera so that my presentation will forever go down in posterity, or so that I 
can put it up in my classes. As people file into the room I am a little nervous and at the same time, I actually can't wait. I canõt wait 
to talk about homeostasis and weight control.  I feel a bit of electricity as I answer questions. And then a magical thing occurs.  As 
Iõm talking I can actually see how I can turn my PowerPoint into two different publications. I can even think of a journal that 
would be a good fit for at least one of them.  The ease with which this is happening is pleasantly surprising. 

The questions my inquisitive colleagues ask me help me focus.  This helps me see the previously daunting task of publishing as no 
more than what I do dailyñshare, persuade, and explain information that might be helpful. 

July 14, 2011 11:04:AM: I find Sheila at her poster engaged in a lively discussion with two colleagues from Japan and Korea. Sheila 
has gone from nursing assistant to doctoral student in ten short years, all the time a single parent. I muse that her story is similar to 
many of my studentsõ stories.  Stories full of raising kids, forging along, supporting friends and colleagues, and overcoming obsta-
cles.   The inspiration I feel is like a force propelling me forward, and I think, òif she can do this than so can Ió.  I too can forge 
along, overcome obstacles, and share what I have experienced. 

It occurs to me that nursing, probably more than any other profession really allows for the opportunity of advancement.  I wonder 
if maybe some of it is because of this wonderful feeling of community I am now feeling here at the conference.  And perhaps not 
unlike the pilgrims and Squanto eating their first meal together as recounted in the Magic Tree House book, The Magic of Com-
munity, I am experiencing a community of nurses.   . 

The Magic of Community (cont)  
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the pearls Azusa Pacific University faculty currently use in our SIM lab simulation). The first one Patricia went to on opening 
day confirmed some of while also providing some new ones. Another simulation-related session provided some good practices 
to share, such as to review the report with the students, and review the HCP orders with students and help them figure out pri-
oritization prior to actually running the scenario. Another shared practice confirmed that pre-briefing the students is just as 
critical as debriefing the students. A third simulation session Patricia attended helped her to understand the concept of òwhat is 
the purpose of including something in the scenarioó. 
 
Patricia Perry and Melinda Dicken presented at their first International Research Congress for colleagues Iota Sigma members 
Linda Hansen-Kyle, Anna Hefner, and Cheryl Boyd in a simulation track entitled Utilizing Simulation for Nursing Education with 
their Student Perceptions of Simulation: A Qualitative Program Evaluation on the last morning of the congress. Although expressing a 
bit of nervousness, all went well as evidenced by Patricia being approached by a department chair from Tokyo Ariake Univer-
sity of Medical and Health Sciences.   The Ariake University Department Chair is interested in visiting the Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity Campus to explore options of simulation research! 
 
Marilyn Klakovich presented a breakout session titled òCreating a Culture of Assessment to Improve Educational Outcomes in an Entry-
Level Masterõs Programó on behalf of her Entry Level Masters colleagues, Fely dela Cruz, Shirley Farr and Phyllis Esslinger (Iota 
Sigma members).  Marilynõs attendance at the Congress was made possible in part by applying for and being awarded the spring 
quarter Omicron Delta Past Presidentõs Scholarship for Professional Development. Her presentation was supported by the 
Azusa Pacific University School of Nursing. 
 
As a service member working in the School Health arena Kathleen Taylor, was pleasantly surprised at how many sessions ap-
plied to the K-12 population of the Orange County Department of Education-Alternative Community and Correctional Educa-
tion Schools and Services Population.  A highlight for Kathleen, in addition to the networking, was hearing (from Karin Morin, 
STTI President and Suzanne Prevost, STTI President Elect) an update on the STTI Vision 2020 introduced during the Presi-
dential tenures of Carol Pickard and Carol Huston.  At the time of introducing Vision 2020 STTI members were concerned 
about the perceived esoteric goals for our organization.  Karin and Suzanneõs update proved Vision 2020 to be dynamic and 
progressing well in meeting the original goals. 
 
Another catch-up moment for Kathleen occurred at the International Induction Ceremony with the Honorary Induction of Dr. 
Gladys Taylor McGarey, no relation to Kathleen as determined in a later discussion.  Dr. McGarey, a family practice physician 
specializing in maternal child health from 1948-2004 laid the foundation of MCH practices Kathleen and colleagues worked on 
implementing in the San Gabriel Valley in the 1970s and 1980s.  To learn more about Dr. McGarey you can go to the 
www.McGareyFoundation.org  website.  In her words, òthey can stop me from practicing medicine, but not from talkingóé..at 
90 years of age, Dr. McGarey is definitely still talking. 
 
JoAnn Long (Iota Mu member and Region 2 Committee) attended with two MSN students from Lubbock Christian University 
who presented research posters.  Here is a paraphrase of what JoAnn heard Trisha Suttlerfield present in her Capstone regard-
ing the INRC  experience: òI attended the 22nd INRC where I met nursing researchers from 30 countries and visited with STTI President, 
Karen Morin.  I saw that nursing research can literally change the world!   I am excited about research and plan to continue with my project after 
graduation.ó 
 
A final highlight of the event was the 2nd Annual Induction of 15 accomplished nurse researchers into the International Nurse 
Researcher Hall of Fame. Kathleen was excited to be part of the installation of at least 3 members she met during her time as 
Region 2 Coordinator. See this link for a list of researchers. 
http://www.nursingsociety.org/AWARDS/NURSERESEARCHER/Pages/NurseResearcherHallofFame.aspx 
Be sure to start saving for the 23rd Annual International Nursing Research Congress in Brisbane, Australia in July, 2012! 

4 Region 2 Newsletter 

http://www.McGareyFoundation.org
http://www.nursingsociety.org/AWARDS/NURSERESEARCHER/Pages/NurseResearcherHallofFame.aspx


Today, Leogane by Michele Sare 
I returned to Haiti to teach public 
health nursing in the summer of 
2010 and then again in January 2011, 
to be there for the one-year anniver-
sary of the earthquake. Standing at 
the mass graves in Leogane, I knew 
that I had to tell their stories. I had 
seen newly graduated nurses with 
donated uniforms, few supplies, no 
beds, no safe place to rest, little food 
and water and no certainty of their 
tomorrow, claim their powerful voice 
of care, apply their bright minds, 
strong hearts, & capable hands, in the 
most horrific conditions imaginable. 
All of the antagonists were no match 
for the strength of careïthe strength 
of nursing. My intent is to honor what 
happened on January 12, 2010 and in 

the six terrible dark days without out-
side aid. I want you to know the truth 
of Haiti ï to know who the real heroes 
were through those dark days ï who 
continue to be everyday he-
roes. Nurses were the only hope for 
thousands at the epicenter of the 
quake. Today, Leogane is their story - 
it is the story of the power of care and 
a story of the beauty of the Haitian 
people - the true heroes of the earth-
quake of January 2010. There is both 
a paperback and electronic version of 
Today, Leogane available. The e-
version (for Kindle and devices such 
as Nook) can be ordered at http://
www.todayleogane.com - or at Ama-
zon.com -  the paperback version is 

also available through Amazon 

How to We Do Chapter Strategic Planning? 
 

Upsilon Beta Board Transition Meeting June 18, 2011 

Use the TEAM approach: 

The chapter president leads the process  

Executive chapter board heavily involved  

A member to represent overall membership  

Multiple committees for implementation  

For more information go to: http://www.nursingsociety.org/Chapters/Resources/Pages/
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Chapters ~ Affiliation ~ Website  

Chapter Name Affiliation  Chapter Website #  

Beta Mu The University of Arizona www.betamu.org 058 

Beta Upsilon Arizona State nursing.asu.edu/stti/index.htm 066 

Gamma Alpha Loma Linda University http://www.llu.edu/nursing/gamma-

alpha/index.page 

071 

Gamma Gamma San Diego State University   073 

Gamma Sigma University of New Mexico   088 

Gamma Tau 

at Large 

UCLA, CSU Northridge www.gammatau.net 089 

Delta Delta West Texas A&M University   098 

Delta Kappa University of Texas at El Paso   104 

Zeta Mu at Large University of San Diego http://sttizetamu.org 154 

Iota Eta California State Univ  Long Beach http://www.csulb.edu/colleges/chhs/

departments/nursing/clinics/

SigmaThetaTauIotaEtaChapter.htm 

221 

Iota Mu Texas Tech University www.ttuhsc.edu/son/stti/  226 

Iota Sigma Azusa Pacific University www.apu.edu/iotasigma 232 

Lambda Omicron Northern Arizona University http://janus.ucc.nau.edu/nurse-p/

students/lambda_omicron/

index.php 

277 

Nu Mu California State Univ Los Angeles www.numula.org/ 322 

Nu Upsilon Grand Canyon University   330 

Xi Epsilon Calif State Univ Bakersfield   339 

Xi Theta Calif State Univ Dominguez Hills http://www.xitheta.org/  342 

Xi Omicron University of Western Sydney   349 

Omicron Delta University of Phoenix www.omicrondelta.net 362 

Omicron Zeta Abilene Christian University   364 

Pi Omega New Mexico State University   406 

Rho Beta Calif State Univ San Bernardino   408 

Upsilon Beta Calif State University Fullerton   456 

Pi Alpha Western Univ   479 

486 Phi Theta California State Univ San Marcos  
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